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understand	where	the	elephants	were	poached,	and	radiocarbon	dated	to	understand	when	they	were	killed.	
This	 information	 will	 inform	 international	 law	 enforcement	 to	 aid	 in	 the	 identification	 of	 ivory	 poaching	
hotspots	 and	 to	 understand	 the	 age	 of	 ivory	 finding	 its	 way	 to	 New	 York.	 “This	 testing	 will	 enable	 us	 to	
understand	more	about	 the	 illicit	 ivory	 trade	at	 the	 retail	end	of	 the	supply	chain.	We	will	know	definitively	
where	 the	 elephants	 killed	 to	 feed	 New	 York’s	 ivory	 market	 were	 poached	 and	 when.	 This	 has	 enormous	
scientific	 and	 enforcement	 value,	 helping	 to	 save	 elephants	 by	 using	 cutting-edge	 science”,	 said	 Wendy	
Hapgood,	 co-founder	 and	 Director	 of	 Wild	 Tomorrow	 Fund.	 The	 analysis	 will	 be	 led	 by	 Professor	 Samuel	
Wasser,	Director	of	the	Center	for	Conservation	Biology	at	the	University	of	Washington,	a	world	expert	in	the	
forensic	DNA	analysis	of	elephant	ivory,	together	with	Kevin	Uno	at	the	Lamont-Doherty	Earth	Observatory	of	
Columbia	University.	

About	Wild	Tomorrow	Fund	

Wild	 Tomorrow	 Fund	 is	 a	 501(c)(3)	 registered	 charity	 based	 in	 New	 York	 and	 a	 registered	 Public	 Benefit	
Organization	 (PBO)	 in	 South	 Africa.	 Wild	 Tomorrow	 Fund's	 vision	 is	 a	 world	 in	 which	 wildlife	 habitats	 are	
expanded	and	protected,	working	with	communities	to	protect	nature	for	the	benefit	of	all.	

Website:	http://www.wildtomorrowfund.org		

Please	contact	us	for	additional	media	including	high	resolution	versions	of	the	images	below	and	photographs	
of	the	seized	ivory.	

	

	


